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At the beginning, participants presented the current status of the COSIPLAN-IIRSA and API rail 
projects by Integration and Development Hub. These presentations are attached as Annexes 3, 4 
and 5. 
 
The Venezuelan delegation presented the “Socialist National Rail Development Plan,” including 
sections in operation and under construction, the rails scheduled to be built, the sea ports expected 
to be connected, as well as the social projects related to this plan. This presentation is attached as 
Annex 6. 
 
Subsequently, some elements of the report entitled “Más y mejores trenes - Cambiando la matriz de 
transporte de América Latina y el Caribe” (More and Better Trains – Changing the Latin America 
and Caribbean Transportation Matrix), prepared by the IDB (Jorge Kohon. IDB TN 303) were 
presented, and relevant topics for discussion by the Working Group were underscored.  This 
presentation is attached as Annex 7. 
 
Afterwards, the background, technical studies, and main characteristics of the Bioceanic Rail 
Corridor (BRC) were described. This presentation is attached as Annex 8. The Argentine delegation 
made reference to the status of the Belgrano Cargas rail branch, which forms part of the BRC. This 
branch, which had operated under a concession, was later recovered by the State and its service is 
now in the hands of a State-run enterprise. A complex recovery plan has been designed, since the 
intervention required is intensive; furthermore, goods transported by this railway are expected to 
increase, so that the railway will gain incidence in the field of freight movement. Then, the 
Paraguayan delegation presented the “Feasibility Study for the Construction of the Rail-Road 
System in Paraguay,” comprising the Paraguayan section of the BRC. This presentation is attached 
as Annex 9. 
 
Finally, in relation to this work area, the following actions were identified: 
 

1. Complete and update the information on rail projects in the project file database. It was 
suggested that under “description” the following data be included: gauge, actual or 
expected axle weight, and train length. 

 
2. As long as the COSIPLAN GIS is not put in operation, draw up a map of existing rail 

networks taking into account the maps produced by the Latin American Railways 
Association (ALAF) and highlighting the COSIPLAN-IIRSA and API Portfolio projects.  

 
3. Seek the mechanisms to start an analysis of the regulatory aspects associated with rail 

transportation that facilitate movement at border crossings and rail service operations. The 
Working Group Presidency will prepare its terms of reference to gather and analyze the 
national and international regulations in force in order to find a way to harmonize and 
eventually come up with a common regulation. These terms of reference will be revised in 
the meeting to be held in November 2013 so that the necessary funds can be managed 
through a technical assistance. 

 
4. Request that each country submit at the next WG meeting its own national rail development 

plan, including information on the current and expected demand and focusing on the 
interconnection points with other countries. 
 

5. Organize a WG meeting in the first half of 2014. The WG President proposed its country to 
host the next meeting. 
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